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V
isionary planning, financial com

m
itm

ent, dedicated leadership and TR
A

X
 trains have m

eshed to turn Salt Lake C
ity 

into a national sm
art-grow

th show
case, the Sierra C

lub announced W
ednesday in its annual "B

uilding B
etter" report. 

    U
tah's capital city is one of 12 A

m
erican cities the national conservation organization is spotlighting this year for their

com
m

itm
ent to vibrant developm

ent geared tow
ard m

ass transit instead of urban spraw
l. The Sierra C

lub points to 
Envision U

tah and its founder, R
obert G

row
, The C

hurch of Jesus C
hrist of Latter-day Saints, M

ayor R
ocky A

nderson, 
the Salt Lake C

ity R
edevelopm

ent A
gency, and the U

tah Transit A
uthority as key players in the city's renaissance. 

   TR
A

X
 has been the backbone of the turnaround, said U

tah Sierra C
lub spokesm

an M
arc H

eileson. "Ten years ago, Salt
Lake's dow

ntow
n w

as in trouble. Eight years ago, the reports w
ere not too favorable about U

tah and Salt Lake." 
    That m

akes this year's recognition even sw
eeter, he said. 

   Envision U
tah's w

ork in 1998 set the course by prom
oting light rail and com

m
uter rail over building m

ore roads. That
in turn allow

ed the city to concentrate developm
ent around transit. 

   "Salt Lake C
ity has established priorities and invested initiatives to create a strong, transit-oriented urban core and a

healthy m
ix of offices, retail and housing," the Sierra C

lub report says. 
    U

rban planning for the past half-century has centered on the autom
obile. In Salt Lake C

ounty, that has led to a
near-destruction of farm

ing. The U
.S. D

epartm
ent of A

griculture census show
s that from

 1997 to 2002, harvested 
croplands in the country shrank from

 16,167 acres to 7,894 acres. Salt Lake C
ity's focused attention on dow

ntow
n 

developm
ent and transit is an antidote to gobbling up w

hat's left, H
eileson said. 

   Salt Lake's high population grow
th rate m

akes it a prim
e candidate for transit-oriented developm

ent. Em
pty-nesters are

trading their suburban tract hom
es for the am

enities of dow
ntow

n living. 
    "It's a good feel dow

ntow
n. W

e're seeing that m
anifested in the housing stock being purchased so quickly," said D

ave
O

ka of the city R
edevelopm

ent A
gency. 

   For exam
ple, the 117 M

etro C
ondom

inium
s just north of the C

ity-C
ounty B

uilding all have been presold, w
ith m

ore
potential buyers in the w

ings, he said. 
    O

ther w
ould-be dow

ntow
n residents are clam

oring for housing in w
hat are now

 office buildings, O
ka said. A

 N
ew

Y
ork couple is rem

odeling a defunct M
ain Street coffeehouse into a hom

e they say w
ill allow

 them
 to live in a kinder 

version of M
anhattan. 

    In A
ugust, the D

ow
ntow

n A
lliance reported the city's central business district - the 40-block area bounded by N

orth
Tem

ple, 500 W
est, 400 South and 200 East - expects m

ore than $1.5 billion in construction projects and a population 
surge that w

ill alm
ost double the num

ber of people living dow
ntow

n by 2010. 
   The LD

S C
hurch ow

ns ZC
M

I C
enter and C

rossroads Plaza, and has announced plans for a $1 billion redevelopm
ent of

the properties that includes up to 900 housing units, office buildings and retail. 
   "This new

 report from
 the Sierra C

lub recognizes laudable efforts by m
any in Salt Lake C

ity to plan and build for a
healthy, livable future," said church spokesm

an D
ale B

ills. "The church is pleased to play a part in m
aking our city a 

place everyone can enjoy." 
   O

ther developers are planning m
ore than a dozen m

ajor office, retail and higher education construction projects to be
built over the next five years, the D

ow
ntow

n A
lliance says. N

ew
 housing projects w

ill increase current residential 
population by tw

o-thirds. 
   The G

atew
ay, a housing and retail developm

ent built on a form
er A

m
trak train storage facility, receives special
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m
ention from

 the Sierra C
lub. The R

edevelopm
ent A

gency, the U
.S. Environm

ental Protection A
gency and developer 

The B
oyer C

o. w
orked together to clean up the form

erly contam
inated "brow

nfield" site that now
 anchors developm

ent 
on dow

ntow
n's w

est side. 
   A

ll of The G
atew

ay's 150 condom
inium

s have sold, and its 350 apartm
ents are consistently leased, said com

pany
partner Jake B

oyer. 
    "W

e're already seeing a lot of redevelopm
ent in surrounding areas, a lot of loft condom

inium
s up and dow

n the
Second South, Third South corridors," he said. "It's neat to see our city get this recognition." 
    W

hile not planned as so-called transit-oriented developm
ent, G

atew
ay is the current term

inus of the north-south
TR

A
X

 line. 
   A

n interm
odal hub, w

here bus, TR
A

X
 and com

m
uter rail transit w

ill com
e together, is under construction next to

G
atew

ay. 
   Jeff H

arris, deputy chief of asset m
anagem

ent for U
TA

, joked that he'd like his agency to take all the credit for Salt
Lake C

ity's turnaround, but acknow
ledged that G

atew
ay w

ould have been developed even w
ithout TR

A
X

. 
   W

hat the trains have done is allow
 for housing to m

ove w
est w

hile tying dow
ntow

n together and show
 the rest of U

tah
w

hat planning around transit instead of cars can do for cities. 
    "O

ur goal along the entire light-rail line, the com
m

uter rail line, is to create those environm
ents, those uses along the

line," H
arris said. "A

s long as people can shop, w
ork, play, eat, be entertained, you are creating an environm

ent along the 
line w

here people can live w
ithout the autom

obile. A
nd w

e're trying to create that in Sandy as m
uch as w

e are in Salt 
Lake." 
    
   




